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BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday 8th March 2023 in the Village Hall at 7PM 

Called by Jamie Seakens 

Present 

Chair – Cllr Jamie Seakens 
Councillors Brentnall, Collitt, Hunt, Pugh, Smith and MacLauchlan 
Clerk – Karen Thompson 
Members of the public 
 
1. Welcome  

The Chair, Jamie Seakens, welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting of Boxted Parish 

Council for 2023.  The purpose of the meeting is to describe what the Council did over the last year 

and our plans for the next year and to hear the views of residents. 

2. Approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9 March 2022 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chairman’s report 

It is usual for the Chair of Boxted Parish Council to summarise the council activities for the financial 

year in a report that is available to the Annual Parish Residents Meeting.  

Last year we were lucky to attract a new tenant to run a café at the community hub.  Doug Harper 

came in until the planned building refurbishment, took an enforced break and has restarted again. 

He runs a very successful and popular hub café providing a great addition to the recreation ground 

and village hall facilities. 

The community hub building has undergone a refurbishment seeing improved changing facilities for 

the sports teams and Boxted runners.  We have decent officials’ rooms, individual showers, more 

toilets, a committee room and kitchenette. The café has improved access, large bi-fold windows 

looking onto the field, new flooring, lighting as well as increased kitchen space for food preparation.  

The cost of the project was just a bit more than £250,000 which was part funded form S106 money 

held by Colchester Council for Boxted as an offset for the disruption that the Hill Farm development 

caused the village, and Football Foundation (part of the FA) support. 

The council saw two positions becoming vacant during the year which were filled by Steve Bays and 

Lee Smith.  All council positions are subject to election, which takes place on the 4th May 2023. 

The village green continues to develop and look lovely with the much-appreciated support of the 

volunteer Boxted Wildlife Group.  The green has two areas planted with wildflowers.  Hedging and 
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bulbs have been supplemented around the perimeter.  We still have to install the memorial bench, 

designed and made by Julian Carter, around the centre tree.   

Boxted Wildlife group now organise monthly walks and are looking to maintain access to public 

footpaths in the village.   

We are lucky to have a volunteer group of litter pickers that will be working with Boxted Wildlife to 

have a spring clean litter pick in April. 

Cllr Lewis Barber continues to support Boxted on County Council matters including Highways 

(potholes and verges) and facilitating information exchange on the Essex Highways plans to 

completely replace the beautiful, historic, and important Boxted bridge over the Stour in the 

Dedham Vale AONB. The Parish Council continues to support the Save Our Bridge campaign to try 

and persuade Essex Highways to restore rather than replace Boxted bridge. 

Colchester Homes were successful in their application to turn their garage site into additional 

homes.  The parish council worked hard to require them to support the current level of parking 

enjoyed by Boxted Cross residents but with little success.  We expect that Dedham Road will be 

much more congested when their development starts. 

We are still working with Essex and Colchester Councils to try and establish Boxted Primary School 

as a feeder school to Chesterwell, but this has been resisted so far.   

The overflow parking on the recreation ground has been used a lot and has hopefully reduced the 

school drop off/pick up parking congestion. 

We are using the council facebook page to make available useful information and regularly writing 

reports in the Langham with Boxted Parish Newsletter. 

The usual parish council functions have run smoothly with good financial management and record 

keeping.  The minutes might seem a bit dry when you read them, but they accurately capture the 

decisions that the council makes. 

Looking forward to the next year we hope to provide better lighting of the village hall car park and 

install table tennis/pétanque.  We are also supporting the King’s Coronation Celebrations planned 

for Sunday 7th May on the recreation ground. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank every current and recent member of the council, our clerk, 

groundsman, and cleaning staff, for their hard work, enthusiasm, and commitment to improving 

Boxted as a lovely place to live. I also want to thank Nigel and Lewis, our representatives at 

Colchester City and Essex County Councils.  Being a councillor isn’t always easy, and we all lead busy 

lives, but effective committed parish councillors mean that Boxted stands the best chance of being 

a great place to live, work and play.  

Do come along to our meetings, you are very welcome.  
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Your Current Council is: 

Jamie Seakens (Chair) 
Steve Bays 
Arabella Brentnall 
James Collitt  
Amin Dedhar 
Jonathan Hunt 
Angela McLaughlin 
Gene Pugh 
Lee Smith 

Karen Thompson is the clerk to the council. 

Cllr Nigel Chapman is our ward councillor at Colchester City Council but is standing down at the May 
2023 elections. 
Cllr Lewis Barber is our Essex County Council Member. 

For council information 
boxtedparishcouncil@gmail.com 
www.boxtedparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Financial Statement 

The financial report as of 28th February 2022 was presented.
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The financial statements show that the Council used some of its reserve to part finance the 
refurbishment of the Community Hub building.  

4. Questions from the public 

A member of the public spoke of the planned Forest Church which is hoped will start in Boxted 
which may seek a grant from the Parish Council.   
 
The existing youth groups in Boxted meet on the 2nd Friday each month and cater for children of 
primary school age followed by the group for secondary school age. 
 
The Good Neighbours Scheme is still running well although not as busy as it was during Covid 
restrictions. 
 

Meeting closed. 


